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DISCLOSURE DIVISION

O WAIVER REQUEST DATE: 6/23/2021
KIANSWER

ORECONSIDERATION REQUEST DOCKET #: oA - SS6
OUNTIMELY

Ashley Wimberley, Director
Disclosure Divisio

FILER INFORMATION
Name: Robert "Rob" P. Ackerman
Address: 308 Green Acres Road, Metairie, LA 70008
Office/Position: Judiciary Commission of Louisiana
# of Disclosures/Amendments Filed with Agency: 0
Years Covered: N/A
Final Report: N/A

REPORT INFORMATION
Name of Report: Tier 2.1 Annual Personal Financial Disclosure covering calendar year 2019
Original Due Date: 7/6/2020
NOD Received: 5/15/2021
NOD Signed by: Agent/Mail Carrier
PFD/Answer Due Date based on NOD: 5/25/2021
PFD/Answer Filed: 5/21/2021

LATE FEE INFORMATION
Amount of Late Fee: $
Days late from receipt of NOD:
Total days late from initial due date:
Late Fee Order Received:
Payment/Waiver Request Due Date:
Waiver Request Received:

COMMENTS:

Mr. Ackerman stated the Judiciary Commission evaluates, investigates, and litigates complaints of ethical misconduct against
state court judges and other judicial officers and makes recommendation of public discipline to the Louisiana Supreme Court
Louisiana Constitution Article V, Section 25(C), Louisiana Supreme Court Rule XXIII.

The Judiciary Commission is also involved in the enforcement of the financial disclosure requirements applicable to state
court judges and no incumbent candidates for elective judicial office pursuant to Louisiana Supreme Court Rules XXXIX and XL
and makes recommendations to the Supreme Court concerning the imposition of monetary penalties in such cases. The
Judiciary Commission is not part of the executive branch of state government and does not exercise the legislative functions of
a political subdivision. The Judiciary Commission does not have any authority to expend funds and is funded by the Louisiana
Supreme Court, and all of the Commission’s expenditures are authorized by the Court. Pursuant to Louisiana Revised Statutes
§42:1124.2. 1A(1), only members of boards and commissions that have the authority to expend disburse or invest ten
thousand dollars or more in a fiscal year are required to file a Tier 2.1 Personal Financial Disclosure Statement. Additionally,
he was informed that, in the past, most recently with respect to former Commission Member Len Ciaravella in May 2013, the
Board of Ethics rescinded his Notice of Delinquency. He respectfully requests that the Board do the same here

OTHER LATE FEE INFORMATION
Disclosure Statements:
o Other Outstanding Statements: No
. Other Outstanding Late Fees: No
° Prior Late Fees: No
o Reassessed Late Fees: No
Campaign Finance:
o Outstanding Late Fees: No
o Prior Late Fees: No




ROBERT P. ACKERMAN
308 Green Acres Road
Metairie, LA 70003

May 21, 2021

BY FAX TO (225) 381-7271

AND BY CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
NO. 7020 0640 0000 9387 0271

Louisiana Board of Ethics

Attn: Lisa Ford, Compliance Officer
Post Office Box 4368

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821

Re: Robert P. Ackerman
Personal Financial Disclosure Statement covering 2019

Dear Ms. Ford:

This letter is submitted in response to the Notice of Delinquency issued to me by your letter
of April 23, 2021, which I received on May 18, 2021. The Notice states that I am required to file
a Tier 2.1 Personal Financial Disclosure Statement covering 2019.

I am a member of the Judiciary Commission of Louisiana, which is part of the judicial
branch of state government. For the reasons that follow, I respectfully contend that I am not
subject to the financial disclosure requirements referred to in the Notice of Delinquency and
consequently, that I am not required to file a Tier 2.1 Personal Financial Disclosure Statement for
any part of my term as a member of the Judiciary Commission.

The Judiciary Commission evaluates, investigates, and litigates complaints of ethical
misconduct against state court judges and other judicial officers and makes recommendations of
public discipline to the Louisiana Supreme Court. Louisiana Constitution Article V, Section
25(C); Louisiana Supreme Court Rule XXIII. The Judiciary Commission is also involved in the
enforcement of the financial disclosure requirements applicable to state court judges and non-
incumbent candidates for elective judicial office pursuant to Louisiana Supreme Court Rules
XXXIX and XL and makes recommendations to the Supreme Court concerning the imposition of
monetary penalties in such cases.

The Tier 2.1 reporting requirements apply to members of boards and commissions in the
executive branch of state government and to boards and commissions created by the constitution,
by law, by a political subdivision, or jointly by two or more political subdivisions as a governing
authority of a political subdivision of the state or of a local government. Louisiana Revised
Statutes § 42:1124.2.1D. The term “governing authority” is defined as “the body which exercises
the legislative functions of a political subdivision.” Louisiana Revised Statutes § 42:1102(11).
See also the definition of the term “Board or Commission” contained in the General Information
section of the instructions that accompany the Tier 2.1 reporting form on the Board’s web site.




Louisiana Board of Ethics
May 21, 2021
Page 2

The Judiciary Commission is not part of the executive branch of state government and does not
exercise the legislative functions of a political subdivision.

Moreover, while the Judiciary Commission is created by the constitution, it does not have
any authority to expend funds. The Judiciary Commission is funded by the Louisiana Supreme
Court, and all of the Commission’s expenditures are authorized by the Court. Pursuant to
Louisiana Revised Statutes § 42:1124.2.1A(1), only members of boards and commissions that have
the authority to expend, disburse or invest ten thousand dollars or more in a fiscal year are required
to file a Tier 2.1 Personal Financial Disclosure Statement.

Accordingly, I respectfully contend that I am not required to file a Tier 2.1 Personal
Financial Disclosure Statement for any part of my term as a member of the Judiciary Commission.

Additionally, I am informed that, in the past, most recently with respect to former
Commission member Len Ciaravella in May 2013, the Board of Ethics rescinded the Notice of
Delinquency. I respectfully request that the Board do the same here.

Please note that the zip code for my mailing address is 70003.

Sincerely,
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Robert P. Ackerman




STATE OF LOUISIANA
DEPARTMENT OF STATE CIVIL SERVICE

LOUISIANA BOARD OF ETHICS
P. O. BOX 4368
BATON ROUGE, LA 70821
(225) 219-5600
FAX: (225) 381-7271
1-800-842-6630
www.ethics.la.gov

D

April 23,2021 INO. 70200090000066037497

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Robert "Rob" P. Ackerman
308 Green Acres Road
Metairie, LA 70008

RE:NOTICE OF DELINQUENCY - FAILURE TO FILE

Statement covering 2019 (originally due on July 6, 2020)
Judiciary Commission of Louisiana

Dear Robert "Rob" P. Ackerman:

Pursuant to La. R.S. 42:1124.4, if a person fails to file a Personal Financial Disclosure Statement as
required by 42:1124, 1124.2, 1124.2.1, or 1124.3; omits information; or files inaccurately, a Notice of
Delinquency shall be issued. A review of our records indicates that we have not received your Personal
Financial Disclosure Statement.

You have 7 business days from the date of receipt of this Notice to file your Tier 2.1 Personal
Financial Disclosure Statement covering 2019, which was originally due on July 6, 2020, or to submit an
Answer explaining why you feel you are not required to file a Personal Financial Disclosure Statement.
Failure to file a Personal Financial Disclosure Statement or an Answer within the 7 business days will
subject you to an automatic late fee of $50 per day up to a maximum of $1,500. Proof of timely filing is
determined by the U.S. Postal Service postmark; commercial delivery service; fax, upload, or electronic
filing confirmation date stamp.

The form for the Tier 2.1 Personal Financial Disclosure Statement (Form 417) is available on the
Louisiana Board of Ethics website at www.ethics.la.gov. If you have any questions, you may contact me

at 225/219-5600 or 800/842-6630.
Sincerely,
%&u \7/0/( CQ

Lisa Ford
Program Compliance Officer

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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